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NEW  TESTAMENT READING John 4:43–54 (ESV) pew bibles pg. 1132
43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast. 
Jesus Heals an Official’s Son
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
Introduction
Do you believe in miracles? Do you believe in miracles?... How do you respond if it takes a long time to see a miracle?... On Wednesday night, Tony Reyes from Mission 911 brought a guest named David. David was homeless and He shared his story of first-hand experience of poverty; of what it is like to go from something to nothing over a period of time. Those of us blessed to be in the room and hearing him speak I believe we all were cut to the heart. What surprised me was his knowledge of Scripture and how he spoke of the grace of God. He plainly said that it was God who called out to him to see his state of despair and to get out of his situation. It wasn’t an easy process, it still isn’t. But by God’s grace and amazing support, David has a job, a car, and even has some money saved up. When asked what was a key factor in making these life changing decisions, or what does someone need to begin getting out of poverty, his answer was: you have to really want it. He wanted it, and by God’s grace, David is seeing God’s faithfulness. 
I’d call that a miracle. But before getting there, there was first desperation and despair. Desperation is a powerful thing. It is able to move you out of your comfort zone to pursue and acquire that which you most desire; be it either for good or for evil. But something happens when our desperation encounters the Living Word in the flesh, when we bring our despair and our fears to the feet of Jesus, our desperation finds its celebration in seeing what power our faith has when placed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1. Seeing Is Not Believing – John 4:43-45
The last time Jesus was in Cana, he turned water into wine. Now I’ll bet, (maybe walk off the pulpit?), I’ll bet that the news of that miracle spread all over Galilee. Maybe perhaps the news of all the Jesus did in Jerusalem. But John puts the order of events of Jesus in Cana, then Jerusalem, then a big chunk in Samaria, before going back to Galilee. Not without purpose!
See, prophets are not honored in their hometowns could better be translated here as not honored in their home country. Unlike the amazing response he had in Samaria, he knew there would be opposition in Jewish territory. Or worse, the people would welcome him, not because of who he is, but solely because of what he can do. The Galileans didn’t welcome him as the Messiah but as a “miracle-wonder-worker.” They failed to see that Jesus wasn’t seeking recognition or to be followed by captivated audiences. He went where he would not be honored as the Lord, the Messiah. Isaiah 53:3 says, “He was despised and rejected by men, … and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we [revered] him not.” The Galileans did not revere him, they treated him as a glorified entertainer. 
Jesus goes from Jewish land to non-Jewish land. He goes from his own people, who did not receive him for who he truly is, to a people not his own where he was received as the Savior of the world! D.A. Carson teaches that: “despised Samaritans turned to Christ, while many of the historic covenant community either actively opposed him or couldn’t go beyond a fascination for politics and miracles.”[footnoteRef:1] When the Bible says they “believed because of signs” it means that their faith was so shallow and delicate, that when the signs and miracles cease, so does the believing.  [1:  D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, 237.] 

2. It’s Not About the Signs – John 4:46-48
See, it’s a deception really, because these people had anguish in their hearts; the Jews would despair because of the Roman occupation of their home. Yet, here is the Savior, but because he wasn’t the Political Messiah they wanted, they only let themselves be “wow-ed” by the signs and miracles of Jesus. Some people despair and are helpless or don’t take action. Others despair and try and do something. 
An official comes looking for Jesus, maybe only knowing that Jesus was a mysterious man with mysterious power. Now this man is called, in the Greek, a basilikos, which means he was a royal official. Most likely he was an official who worked closely in Herod’s court, (and Herod was the governor of Israel). So this guy would have had a very high social status and plenty of wealth to spare. From the moment he is introduced, we’re also introduced to a big problem: his son was sick, he had a life-threatening fever…
 There’s a few things I’d like for us to note: First, the official’s interaction with Jesus is controversial. They were surrounded by a crowd and an official of Herod’s Court shows up? These are two people who at any other time would never be seen near each other: an uneducated, Jewish miracle-worker, probably dirty and covered in dust; and a clean, well-dressed, authoritative officer from Capernaum. Second, he went to Jesus by himself! He didn’t send a servant and he didn’t send his wife. Here we see a man who was involved with his family, who was so overwhelmed with the life of his son that he did not dare send someone else but instead went himself.[footnoteRef:2] And Third, this man went to Jesus and begged of him. The ESV says in (v. 47) “he went to [Jesus] and asked him to come down and heal his son.” I’m not a fan of this translation choice because the Greek word herota in this context tells me he was begging Jesus; repeatedly, keeping it up in front of everyone, to heal his son. One commentator mentions “This man was indifferent to the noise around him, unaware of the crowd. And the idea is that he followed Jesus around. “Sir—heal my son!”[footnoteRef:3] Now, when Jesus’ responds, it’s not just to the official but directs it to all those who have “welcomed him” in Galilee since the “you” in the sentence is plural: “Unless you [people] see signs and wonders you will not believe” (v. 48).  [2:  R. Kent Hughes, John: That You May Believe, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1999), 139.]  [3:  R. Kent Hughes, John: That You May Believe, 139.] 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve met someone in a church, not this church, everyone’s perfect here, but in other places, I have been asked, “Why doesn’t Jesus answer my prayer? I believe in him. I pray and I tithe pretty good. Why doesn’t he do something?” It’s a valid question and concern. Yet, I would challenge that concern by looking at the people following Jesus. To them, he was only as interesting as the things and signs he would do. The consequence of that was they were missing his real identity… 
Our friend David from Mission 911 had shared with us how he lost his father early on in life. His mother and him tried to survive together and she instilled in him many good things. He shared that he grew up near a church and always, even when his choices led him astray, he put his trust in God and did his best. David made the confession that since he lost his Father, all he ever knew was God as his Father. Even in the pit of despair, in worst of living conditions, he shared how he trusted God and by God’s grace, The Lord revealed himself to David.
I wonder how many of us have shown up at the feet of Jesus, seen him for ourselves? I wonder how many of us have sought Jesus like this desperate man? Because he had the same idea as the people; maybe He thought that if Jesus would come to his home and work his magic, his son would be healed. I wonder how hurt and frustrated we have been when we desperately wanted and needed an answer to prayer and we didn’t get the “right” answer.
3. To Believe is to See – John 4:49-54
There is something here for us to learn: when Jesus says to the official and the people “you won’t believe unless you have signs and wonders,” the official, who is possibly begging on his knees, doesn’t deny what Jesus says. On top of that, he also didn’t stress his own position or authority. He didn’t demand anything. Instead, when he asks Jesus to heal his child, he calls Jesus “Kupie,” which is the Greek word we translate as Master or Lord. Here, the word Sir is appropriate since the man hasn’t placed faith in Jesus, yet. It matters that this man, who’s position is so much higher than a carpenter’s, recognizes Jesus as a man of authority, of power, of having something that he does not have. What this man does have is desperation for his son’s life and Jesus is his last hope.
John Bunyan, an author and a preacher, once wrote this in a desperate time of his life: “I was driven to such [turmoils] that I must of necessity go to Jesus; and if he had met me with a drawn sword in his hand, I would no sooner have thrown myself upon the edge of his sword than have gone away from him; for I knew him to be my last hope.”[footnoteRef:4]2 [4: 2 C.H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, Vol. 31 (Pasadena, TX: Pilgrim, 1973), p. 571.] 

This royal official cares for nothing more than for the well-being of his child. I wonder how many parents here today could relate with that… This royal official had likely exhausted all of his options with doctors, respectable religious figures, and maybe other questionable mystical solutions. He probably comes to Jesus as his last hope. 
What does Jesus say to all this? “Go; your son will live.” Two things: he denies and grants the man’s request. He denies to come with him. He promises that his child will live, without any immediate evidence. The only way this man can leave in peace is if he believes Jesus can say the word and make his son well. That’s exactly what happens: “The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.” This man demonstrates to Jesus and to the people that he is not simply interested in “signs and wonders.” He also doesn’t argue or plead with Jesus for evidence of his promise. More than likely, he simply remembered what he heard about what Jesus did in Cana, what he did in Jerusalem, looked at Jesus standing before him and he believed. 
	See, Jesus is the Word, his Word is sure and when he speaks, it will come to pass. When Elijah spoke the word of the Lord to the widow, she believed what Elijah said, “The flour jar did not become empty, and the oil jug did not run dry, according to the word of the LORD he had spoken through Elijah,” (1 Kings 17:16). And interestingly, what does the woman say after Elijah prays for her son and presents him? “Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know you are a man of God and the LORD’s word from your mouth is true,” (1 Kings 17:24, CSB).
There’s something different about Jesus. We have seen Nicodemus question Jesus and fail to see who he really is behind the miracles. We have seen a Samaritan woman and people witness who Jesus really is. And this royal official, without evidence, chose to believe the Word of Jesus. He believed the Logos. For him, it wasn’t seeing that was believing, but it was believing that was seeing. 
Conclusion
We all can name situations or things in our lives we are desperate for. I bet we can look around the room and know of certain situations others are in need of. Even some of our prayer concerns are for those in difficult situations. This message is not to promise that faith in Jesus will fix every issue or he will perform every miracle we want. This message is about trusting the Word Himself. Trusting against all fear and desperation that he will sustain and provide in the right time. Trusting that his promise that he will be with us through the good and the bad. Trusting in His Word that tells us to have Faith in a God who assures us hope. The world may try and convince and decieve us that seeing is believing, but the immutable, unchanging spiritual truth is that believing is seeing. Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) states that “…Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
How will you exercise your faith? Will you live lives that despair when difficulty and trials come? Or will you immerse yourself in the Word of God so that you can become fertile soil for growing your faith? Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Each one of us has opportunities to grow in faith as we find ourselves in difficult circumstances. Each one of us, whether in the past, present or future, must endure the situations and rocky roads the Scriptures call “the testing of our faith.” “Some of us may be experiencing emotions similar to those of the official—a sense of closing darkness or a feeling of uselessness and desperation in life. If this is your experience, you may be on the verge of great blessing—if you turn to the Lord. You have heard, as the royal official did, that there is One who can meet your need. Fly to his feet. Hear his words. Obey him, and you will find life and a growing faith.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  R. Kent Hughes, John: That You May Believe, 143–144.] 

John 10:28-29, Jesus declares “I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” And Romans 8:31–35 (CSB), 31 What, then, are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He did not even spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. How will he not also with him grant us everything? 33 Who can bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies. 34 Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the one who died, but even more, has been raised; he also is at the right hand of God and intercedes for us. 35 Who can separate us from the love of Christ?
 Let us live lives that do not seek what God can do for us, let us live lives of faith in the God who has already done everything for us… Amen?... Let’s pray. 
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