Matthew 21:33-44 – One Good Stone – Mario Moses Camacho
Sermon Manuscript
7-31-2022
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 & Isaiah 8:11-15
New Testament Reading: Matthew 21:33-46
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

(Opening Prayer)
Introduction
At this point in Matthew, we find ourselves in the beginning of Holy Week. Jesus has just arrived into Jerusalem to celebrate the festival of Passover but has arrived with his disciples, to shouts and praise and celebration in the city. If we take the Gospels of Mark and Luke into account, Jesus arrives into Jerusalem on Monday, goes to Bethany next door to sleep then comes back on Tuesday and clears out the temple. After that, he gets into some heated debates and confrontations with the religious leaders who were challenging his authority. Today’s passage is the center of three parables, all dealing with who Jesus is, his mission, and confronting the people who did not live out what they preached.
For those who are not aware, I recently took my first ordination exam. The assignment was to research and write an academic paper based on this passage. Here’s the big idea: 
The Lord is good. The Lord’s goodness has constantly been responded to with violence and greed. The Lord will share his goodness and give his kingdom to those who trust in him and produce the fruits of faith and obedience.
First, let’s observe the goodness and patience of God. 
1. The Goodness And Patience Of God
We can see the goodness of God all throughout the history of Israel. Think about how the Lord prepared a land for Israel to inherit when he brought them out of Egypt and saved them from slavery. Their responsibility was not to prepare the land, it was solely to trust him.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See Deut 6:10-12] 

The Old Testament
After studying various moments of God’s goodness in the Old Testament; here’s what I noticed in what Jesus said: 
· When he’s telling the chief priests and elders this parable, he’s reminding them of Isaiah’s words, that the main responsibility of God’s people is to have faith in the Lord and trust His Word. This is what it means to produce good fruits.
Since the very beginning, the Lord created and provided something to us: Genesis 1 and 2 tell us that “dominion over” Creation was passed on to humanity; both as a gift and responsibility. Through Moses, God gave the Law to instruct the people how to live lives of faith and how to trust God all for the sake of loving the Lord and loving one another.
Sadly, when we reach the events of Isaiah in the history of Israel, it is evident looking back that God’s people have not listened to the Lord; they didn’t love him, they didn’t love one another and they especially were not living as a holy nation unto God. 
Isaiah 5:7
Isa 5:7 says, “…he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!” (another translation says): “…[he] expected justice but saw injustice; he expected righteousness, but heard cries of despair.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  [the CSB]] 

Israel was meant to be Zion, the beautiful city on the mountain of God where the nations would go to worship God and be blessed by his people. When Jesus comes on the scene, the evidence is that he does not find “justice,” but instead finds all sorts of “injustice.” God has always been on the lookout for his people. The Scriptures and mainly the Prophets say so much about the heart of God which aches as he sees all the poverty, corruption and people looking for deliverance from their sufferings; while the leaders of Israel only worked for their own gain, their own honor, worrying about their own needs; completely disregarding the commands of God  throughout Torah to care for the sick, the poor, the orphan and the widow..
Jesus came with the heart of God; He would heal physical sicknesses and diseases, bring hope and forgiveness of sins, he would love anyone who came across his path. And this man received condemnation and ridicule from the religious leaders, the priests, the elders and the teachers of the law! How does that make sense?
Illustration: it would be like if Jesus would come in the modern day. Many of us are witnessing of the Messiah, everyone is hearing of him, telling of all the things he’s doing, and me, Pastor Chip, and many other pastors, missionaries, seminary professors and theologians found a problem with Jesus? Saying “don’t believe him! Don’t listen to him; he’s crazy and a liar!” That would be ludicrous right? Shouldn’t it be that we would be the first ones to fall at his feet and flock to the Shepherd? Right?
The first ones who should’ve been the disciples of Jesus should’ve been the leaders of the temple and the teachers of Torah; the representatives of Jehovah himself! They should’ve been the first partners to welcome and usher in the kingdom with John the Baptist and then with Jesus. But they refused to accept John’s message of repentance. They refused to accept Jesus.
When look at our history as a people of God, you will quickly notice how powerful God’s goodness and patience is. The Lord gave Israel in the Old and New Testaments time and time again, opportunity after opportunity, to repent and to turn back to him; even Jesus, who would constantly challenge the Pharisees and leaders, desired for them to see the error of their ways and repent![footnoteRef:3]  [3:  John 3:14-21] 

I can’t help but thank God He is so patient with us, Amen?
But, Justice will not be withheld forever, as seen in Jesus not keeping his disappointment hidden. Matthew records that after Jesus entered Jerusalem, he went into the temple and cleared it; meaning all the sacrifices happening, all the noise, the business, the work of the people and the priests and sacrifice of animals, all of it halted completely. This was a big no-no. In that moment, Jesus challenged the foundation of temple worship and the authority of the keepers of the temple. What was the response of the leaders? Outrage and fury. 
The Goodness of God in the Parable
The story of the tenants in the vineyard is meant to be reminiscent of how Israel had responded to the goodness of God in their history. The Lord would send his servants, the prophets, to the people of Israel, telling them of the righteousness and faithfulness of God; calling them to repent, to turn back from their wickedness and injustice, and to warn them of coming judgement if they did not seek the Lord.
This parable is meant to remind us of the messy history of God’s people. Each time someone was sent, they were rejected, beaten and/or killed. Jesus then mentions the Son who was sent to the tenants. They would take him outside of the land and kill him. If you didn’t know, this is a clear foreshadowing of what the religious leaders and the people in Jerusalem were about to do to him by the end of Passover. 
God’s long-suffering patience and his abounding love for his people remains even through the hardness of our hearts and our stubbornness to submit to His Will. Lamentations 3 says, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning…”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  vv. 21-23] 

In the heart of Jesus, we see that he truly is one with God, faithful and loving forever. But the hard truth is, though he is patient and slow to anger, it does not mean he will withhold justice forever. Jesus knew and understood who he was, the Son of God; therefore, he knew his Gospel mission would not be stopped, even by the hypocritical leaders of his day. 
2. The Cornerstone: To Build
Allow me to reiterate what I believe is the big idea: The Lord is good. Though God’s goodness has been met with violence and greed, He will give his kingdom to those who trust in him and produce the fruits of faith and obedience. 
Fulfillment of Promise
His word of judgement and condemnation against the leadership of Israel has an integral role in salvation history. It has to do with the promise made to Abraham, “that through his offspring, all the nations of the earth would be blessed.”[footnoteRef:5] The people of Israel were meant to be the blessing and representatives of God. But in Jesus, we find he is the fulfillment of that promise so that all nations would know his name and receive his love and Spirit, becoming active participants in the kingdom of God.  [5:  Genesis 18:18; 22:18] 

Jesus goes on to quote from Psalm 118: “…The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone…” This is the same stone the people in Israel will reject: Jesus the Christ. But the testimony of all the others, (the Gentiles, the disciples, the Jewish converts, the sick, lame and poor and marginalized), they will become the recipients of the kingdom of Jesus, recipients of his salvation, recipients of his glory.
Illustration: Let me give you some context on the cornerstone picture: There is a legend that was well known in New Testament times that during the building of the temple of Solomon, which started around 966 B.C., most of the stones cut were of the same size and shape. However, one stone arrived that was different from the others. The builders took one look at it and said, "This won’t do," and sent it rolling down into the Valley of Kedron below. About 7 years passed, (about the same amount of time it takes to fix a pothole in Corpus), and the great temple was nearing completion, and the builders sent a message to the stonecutters to send the chief cornerstone so that the structure could be completed. The stonecutters replied that they had sent the stone many years before. Then someone remembered the one stone that was clearly different than all the rest, that somehow did not seem to belong. They realized that they had thrown away the cornerstone. So of course, they hurried into the valley to retrieve it. Finally, under all the vines, dirt and debris, they recovered it and with great effort they rolled it up the hill and put it in place so that the great temple of God would be completed. The stone that had been rejected had become the chief cornerstone. 
Affirmation of the Cornerstone in Believers
In Acts 4, Luke records when Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, proclaimed: “…This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
Peter himself later writes in 1 Peter 2:4-5: “As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
And lastly, Paul gives the profound revelation of what this for means us as a people in Ephesians 2: “…So then you are no longer strangers and [foreigners], but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,  in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit…”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Vv. 19–22] 

Evidence of Lives built on The Solid Rock
What the leaders and priests in the day of Jesus failed to recognize was that their whole worship, their temple, their sacrifices, all received their fulfillment in Christ. They were to become the temple in which the Spirit of God dwelled, but they were too obsessed with their lives and their beautiful temple instead of the people the temple was supposed to serve. So when Jesus says in Matthew 21, verse 43, that “the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits,” First, He’s referring to the people who not only listened to John’s message of repentance but would also listen to “behold the Lamb of God,” to recognize and follow Jesus. The ones who repent are the ones showing their obedience and trust in God.
Second, the religious leaders were called out as hypocrites because they talked the talk but did not produce the fruit God was looking for. We see the evidence of what Jesus is referring to in Matt. 23, where he pronounces “7 Woes” against the leadership. Listen to v. 23-24 out of the MSG:
23 “You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and Pharisees! Frauds! You keep meticulous account books, tithing on every nickel and dime you get, but on the meat of God’s Law, things like fairness, compassion, [faithfulness] and commitment—the absolute basics!—you carelessly take it or leave it. Careful bookkeeping is commendable, but the basics are required. 24 Do you have any idea how silly you look, writing a life story that’s wrong from start to finish, nitpicking over commas and semicolons?[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  [the bracketed words come from the ESV translation]; Matthew 23:23–24 (The Message)] 

Jesus is making the declaration that it is the fruit of our lives which prove whether or not we have built our dwelling place on the Solid Rock. NT scholar, Michael Wilkins writes: “The reign of God’s powerful presence [in our lives] is demonstrated in [renewed] people through lives distinguished by the fruit of righteousness[footnoteRef:8] and good works,[footnoteRef:9] the fruit of Spirit-produced transformation of character,[footnoteRef:10] and the fruit of new generations of disciples.[footnoteRef:11] That is what bears witness to the reality of the kingdom of God on earth; that is what bears witness to whether or not we are submissive to God’s message.”[footnoteRef:12] [8:   (Matt 5:20)]  [9:  (Col 1:5–10)]  [10:  (Gal 5:21–24)]  [11:  (Matt 28:18–20; cf. John 15:16)]  [12:  Michael J. Wilkins, Matthew, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2004), 696, 699.] 

3. The Cornerstone: To Break and Crush 
A Stone of Stumbling
As you got out of bed this morning, did you feel like you belonged to the kingdom of God? Did you feel like you were a part of a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation belonging to God? Tomorrow morning, as the daily grind begins again, will you be thinking as you drag your feet out of bed, "How am I going to declare God’s wonderful deeds today?"[footnoteRef:13]…  Some of us here today are feeling stress, trauma, grief. Some of us are job searching, have family who is sick, experiencing chaos in the family or having trouble at work… maybe you’re wondering, “will it ever improve?” “Will it change or go away?” What happens when the only answer you get to your questions is the same one I’ve gotten to mine: “Just Trust God.” “Trust the Lord.” “Trust in Jesus.” What’s your gut reaction to that answer? [13:  (adapted from John H. Krahn’s illustration on sermons.com: “BE A DARKNESS DISPELLER”)] 

My gut reaction is that it is “Easier said than done.” The truth is that trusting the Lord is a lifelong walk of faith. It’s the challenging truth that God’s power is demonstrated in his daily love and in his presence within us. It’s learning to be aware of his empathy and his heart that is for us. That way, we won’t waste our time waiting for a loud and obvious supernatural miracle to save us from our troubles… I know God is capable of that and he does that when he wants, but how will we choose to live if that is not part of his will for us?
Matt 21:44, Jesus declares, “..the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
The Pharisees were convinced they knew God’s true will and were dissatisfied with this “Messiah.” They were so blinded to seeing Immanuel before their eyes they couldn’t see how they were being crushed by and falling on The Cornerstone. Jesus intentionally references Isaiah ch. 8 and Daniel ch. 2 to show that the Rock both has the power to build and has the power to destroy. To deny the authority of Jesus, to deny the authority of His Word over our lives, only ends in “stumbling” as we try to produce fruit that does not align with the heart of God.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Isaiah 8:13; 1 Peter 2:8] 

The punishment Jesus declares against this “false religion” is that “the kingdom will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.” It will be given to a people who boldly follow after Jesus and obey what he teaches. And what he teaches inherently traps anyone who thinks they don’t need the grace of God to escape the coming consequences of their actions. Jesus asks them in v. 40, “When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They respond with the only Just thing that should be done: “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons,” (v. 41). D.A. Carson says “This despised stone is not only chosen by God and promoted to the [highest] place, it is also dangerous.”[footnoteRef:15] The religious leaders condemn themselves without realizing it. It’s important for all of us to understand the same judgement comes on anyone who rejects Jesus. [15:  Carson, “Matthew,” 454.] 

That’s intimidating to hear isn’t it? It makes you think and question, “have I ever rejected Jesus?” “Am I stumbling over him?” The simple answer, at some point or other, is “Yes.” I know I have done it, too many times in my life. I can look around the room and I’m sure some of you would willing to share of a time in your life when Jesus wasn’t your top priority or when you weren’t his biggest fan. Trust me, I know what that is like. We call ourselves “Christians” because at some point we dedicated our lives to Christ; which means at some point, our lives were not dedicated to Christ.
The most beautiful thing about our Lord is only he could take my rejection and still love me deeply. Only he could have the long-suffering patience to endure my stubborn heart and still reach out to me, call me out, speak to my spirit and soul, and invite me a journey leading me to stand behind a pulpit and proclaim his name. I’m sure many of you could tell me of a similar story in your lives as well. 
Those who responded positively to Christ’s offer to join the kingdom became his disciples. And what is Discipleship? It means complete commitment to Jesus Christ. It also means that any and all new disciples entering the kingdom of God enter in the presence and power of Jesus. It’s a commitment “to know Christ and to make Christ known.” These disciples become one nation of witnesses to the reality of the kingdom of God. Instead of Israel being the center, God’s people scattered out like the seeds of a dandelion all throughout that ancient world, proclaiming the gospel and making more disciples as they went (Matt 28:18–20).[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Wilkins, Matthew, 706.] 

Conclusion
In conclusion, one of ECO’s Essential Tenets is to “[Live] in Obedience to the Word of God.” The first sentence under that tenet says this:[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  ECO Essential Tenets, number III. Sub-Point E. Living in Obedience to the Word of God, paragraph 1, sentence 1] 

“E… Progress in holiness is an expected response of gratitude to the grace of God, which is initiated, sustained, and fulfilled by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.” (repeat once more).
This is the big picture: Humanity was created to enjoy the Creation of God. We were to be like the tenants in the vineyard, caring for and appreciating the land God gave us. Part of that also meant we were to show one another the same compassion and goodness shown to us. But then, The Fall corrupted our natural tendency to love God and our neighbor. Still, the Lord continually reached out to us, calling us to return to him and to live by his every Word.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Deut 8:3; Matt 4:4 ] 

When we don’t live by His Word, that’s when Jesus becomes a stumbling block. Matthew is telling us that Jesus had a big problem with the Pharisees and leaders loving themselves more than God and people. It’s why they had such a problem with Jesus. When we are pursuing something other than Jesus himself, that’s when Jesus becomes the stumbling block. If we are not pursuing Jesus, we are not producing fruit. Producing the fruits of faith and being able to obey the Word of God only comes from having our eyes set on Jesus. He is the rock, the cornerstone, who becomes the sure foundation of our life and faith when he becomes not only Lord in word, but in life and action. The fruit that produces come as symptoms of a life dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The fruits of faith can show itself in prayer, for example. As we are seeking the Lord, we’ll find the desire to present our lives and hearts to him. Prayer is a discipline, a practice, but mainly a lifestyle. We don’t have to make it complicated or hard either. When you pray, pray like you’re having a conversation with a friend or spouse. (For some of you, don’t talk to God like you talk to your spouse but instead someone you like)… It’s important to first recognize, however, that part of pursuing God is recognizing that he has already been pursuing us. 
The fruits of obedience will also be a natural consequence as setting our eyes on Jesus will cause our eyes to also see the lives of the people around us. The fruits of serving, generosity, thoughtfulness, compassion, sacrifice, these become a natural result of Christ being the center of our lives. Getting involved in ministry stops feeling like a chore or obligation, but a joy and desire to fulfill the callings of discipleship in the body of Christ. To pursue Jesus involves loving our neighbors as ourselves. There are so many beautiful ways we can do that: some of you could cook meals for the homeless or underprivileged families over at Mission 9-1-1, some of you could get involved in something like the personal hand-delivery of backpacks to children over at the Purple Door like we did a little bit ago. Now that already happened thanks to you generosity, but just an example. Whatever it is, it means getting our hands dirty to show our community that we place Jesus Christ as the cornerstone in this church and in our lives. 
When we do that, whether you are working at the base, a student in college or school, whether you are taking care of your family or finding yourself in a season with little resources or work, we will become a kingdom of followers of Jesus fulfilling the greatest commandment there is: “…To love the Lord [our] God with all [our] heart and with all [our] soul and with all [our] mind and with all [our] strength…” and to “love [our] neighbor as [ourselves].’”[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Mark 12:29-31] 

The Lord is good. Though God’s goodness has been met with violence and greed, He will give his kingdom to those who trust in him and produce the fruits of faith and obedience. 

Amen?

Let’s Pray…  
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