“What is that Smell?” – Moses Camacho
Key Text: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17
Subject: What is the fragrance or odor Paul is talking about?
Complement: The fragrance/odor is the knowledge and life of Christ in us and through us.
Exegetical Idea: Paul is stating that the knowledge and message of Christ, and our lives in Christ, is like a fragrance to God and life to those being saved, as well as an odor or smell of death to those who reject him.
Homiletical Idea: Discipleship smells good. 
Purpose: To teach the church that being a disciple of Christ means we have been conquered by him, yet are overjoyed at his reign. We as disciples of Christ then are like a fragrance that will either bring hope to others, or be like a stench to those who are lost in the world.
NEW TESTAMENT READING, Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia. But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.          THEN ME…
Introduction
Before getting into today’s message, let’s have a brief review of Where we have been thus far:
In 2 Cor 1:1-11, we see that Paul is responding to the change of heart within the Corinthian church, following after a “painful visit” and “letter of tears,” to remind the church that weakness is the true source of real strength and that suffering is the vehicle to show God’s glory. We learned that God is the God of Comfort. If Christ is God, and Christ lived on the earth to suffer on our behalf, then Christ is able to comfort us in every single way because he has suffered every worse thing. This is then where we see that suffering is where we can truly learn to rely and trust in God, where we can learn who He is and what He’s like, and where we can receive His love and comfort. 
In verses 12-22, we see Paul elaborate on the reasons for his change of plans, and also respond to the critiques of the Corinthians and his Corinthian opponents who were doubting his ability to keep his promises. Paul boasted in his weakness and in the Corinthians, believing they would see what he was saying: that life in the Kingdom of God turns worldly wisdom upside down, where we are moved and led to live sacrificially, joyfully, generously. We can see that all the promises of God find their “Yes and Amen” in Jesus Christ, for he is the ultimate fulfillment of the promises of Old, and he is still keeping his promises today. In our weakness is where God does his best work.
Lastly, Last week, In 2 Cor. chapter 1, verse 23, to chapter 2, verse 11, Pastor Chip brought the Word by highlighting two key words: Joy and Pain. Pain was necessary and beneficial for the Corinthians because it led them to repentance and becoming reconciled with Paul who loves them. Paul also reminds the Corinthians of their need to show love and forgiveness to the troublesome person and that they should strive to restore any broken relationship. We learned that if happiness is only a short-lasting product of present circumstance, then we as people of Christ, as disciples, we must seek joy that comes only from God. Joy is the response to God’s activity in our lives and the world around us; it comes from experiencing His love and saving power through Jesus Christ. He is the Messiah, the true source of Joy. The more we sacrificially give and love, the more joy we will experience; especially as we live and struggle together.
So That’s where we’ve been, and here is Where we are now:
Paul takes a small pause to go back to explaining his travel choices, but he does so with the intention of moving the focus from the past to the present moment. From what we have covered, we just only finished the introduction of the letter, and Paul here makes a significant transition not only beginning the body of his letter, but also beginning to breakdown what the core message and heart of what 2 Corinthians is all about. 
So Let’s pray and get into His Word today…
Transition Prayer: Thank you, Lord Jesus for this word. Thank you for your provision and your mercy. Father, would you place your word upon my lips, and would you speak God, what you would have us say, know, and do. Please, Hide your servant behind the cross, And may Jesus Christ be high and lifted up in this place today. In your matchless name we pray, Amen.

Body
The Humanity and Heart of Paul for the Church/Restlessness at Troas (2:12-13)
Starting at verse 12, Paul is going on one last detour of thought to give one last detail as to his travels and why he didn’t come to Corinth again. As mentioned last week, Paul did not want to make another painful visit, but he wrote a letter to them affirming his love for them. However, something for us to highlight today is this misleading part of Paul having gone to Troas. See, Paul went to Troas, (which is modern day Eastern Turkey), to preach the gospel, but it does not mean that the Gospel ended up being preached to them. He immediately says why: “though a door was opened for me in the Lord, my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there.” 
We can safely assume that there was a plan to meet back up with Titus there,( Titus being a close and dearly loved brother-in-ministry. We can assume that Titus was not only messenger to the Corinthian church, but also was the keeper and transporter of the missions donations to bring back and help support the church in Jerusalem. To put it very lightly, Paul was very concerned. He was not only concerned for Titus, his friend, for his safety and well-being, he was also concerned for the church of Corinth, something must have happened for Titus to be held back. What could have gone wrong? Imagine, the weight of anxiety overwhelming Paul to hold him back from preaching the Gospel there, to the point we see he said his goodbyes and LEFT TO MACEDONIA! 
How many of us have ever been so restless, ridden with worry and so overwhelmed that we couldn’t do our job or work? I can relate to that. And that’s hard to see in Paul who loved to preach the Gospel.
The Privilege of Apostolic Service/Triumph in Christ (2:14-17)
Led in Triumph in Christ (v. 14)
The turn in what Paul says from verse 13 to 14 is something I believe the Lord wants us to grasp today…. Remember,… what has been the past critique from the Corinthians, and the ongoing criticism from Paul’s opponents? THAT PAUL IS NOT A TRUE APOSTLE! 
He’s not rich, he’s not a very exciting speaker, and he doesn’t seem successful. Quite the opposite, he’s weak and suffering. He confesses as much, even to the point of confessing he didn’t preach the Gospel at Troas. This is crazy to me because this is Paul who preached everywhere he went! This is the same Paul who said in 1 Corinthians 9:16, “For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” Why would Paul confess weakness and this perceived failure, especially knowing his opponents would use that as evidence against his apostleship?
He confesses it explicitly because it is a sign of weakness, and it only seems like failure. And,… He gives thanks to God for it! Verse 14: But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.
At this point, we know that Paul and the Corinthians have been reconciled with the report from Titus, (which we’ll see later on that they indeed were reunited at some point), and we know that the Corinthians have repented. Paul is glorifying God for his God’s vindication of Paul’s apostleship and glorifying God for the triumph of God’s grace in the hearts of the Corinthians. Before Paul’s opponents can utter a word against him, because of his anxiety over Titus and the church, Paul praises God for it as part of his apostolic life of suffering, through which God’s power and presence are constantly being revealed.
Conversely, there is a gut-wrenching image to all the people in that known world, Jews, Greeks, and the Corinthians alike in what Paul just said. See, the verb there for “triumphal procession,” in the Greek, is “Thriambeuo.” It is an interesting verb. It occurs only twice in the New Testament. Once here, in verse 14, and once in Colossians 2:15. In both cases, the implication is that of someone triumphing over someone or something else; the context here is the idea of Paul being led in a triumphal procession. Why do I say it is gut-wrenching?
That same word had a history in Paul’s day, in the Greek/Roman culture, it is the term used of Roman conquerors and generals, who when defeating an enemy army, invading a hostile territory, or just plain taking over or conquering a people group, there would be a great and grand festival and parade whenever the legions and the armies would return home. A commentator paints the grim picture this way:
“The Roman triumph was a victory procession celebrated by Roman generals on their return to Rome after a successful foreign campaign,… At the head of the procession came the [judges] and the senate, followed by trumpeters and some spoils of wars such as vessels of gold or [pieces] of [enemy] ships. Then came the flute players, ahead of [large] white oxen destined to be sacrificed in the temples, along with some representative prisoners from the conquered [land], including such royal people as the king, driven in chains in front of the [lavish] chariot of the general, the triumphator …[who] carried a scepter in his left hand. [while] A slave [in front of him] held a crown over his own head. The victorious soldiers followed [behind the general], shouting “Io triumphe!” (“Hail, triumphant one!”). As the procession ascended the Capitol Hill [in Rome], some of the leading captives (usually royal figures or the tallest and strongest of the conquered warriors) were taken aside into the [connecting] prison and were publicly executed. Animal Sacrifices were then offered upon arrival at the grand temple of the Greek god, Jupiter. …[there were] two purposes of a triumph procession: to thank the gods who had guaranteed the victory and to glorify the valor of the triumphator, [which translates “the triumphant one”].[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Murray J. Harris, The Second Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Milton Keynes, UK: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.; Paternoster Press, 2005), 243–244.] 

Do you see the picture now? It’s a large celebration, if you were on the winning side. It was ridicule, disgust, horror, if you were on the losing side. A much light-hearted equivalent picture today of this type of thing is at the NBA finals, or the Super Bowl, when one team finals wins at the end of the game. Confetti is blowing everywhere, people are shouting and celebrating and all the players are being celebrated… while that same confetti falls on the losing team and losing fans all the same. 
So why would Paul talk about Triumph and Christ in the same sentence? 
Paul is painting a picture to the Corinthians of a story of weakness to glory, of loss to victory, of suffering to joy. It’s purposefully an upside-down image, a “paradox” if you will. God is the sovereign victor, Jesus is the triumphant general, and Paul, (and likewise we who would call ourselves disciples of Christ), have become “captured and conquered over” by Christ. The exception here, is that Paul is proclaiming this in an attitude, heart and spirit of joy and celebration. Paul understood that his ministry of suffering for Christ was essential to the proclamation of the Gospel, and Paul has now become a prisoner of Christ through a blessed defeat, a liberating captivity, a freeing enslavement. 
It’s a weird picture for the church of the day to grasp. The idea is that we have given up our lives to Christ the Conqueror who has defeated death and sin. We have been bought by his precious blood on the cross, and we belong to him. But the joy of belonging to Jesus, is that we belong to Jesus! The mighty one, God Himself, who loves us and has given his life for us forever so that we could receive his grace, love and forgiveness and be transformed into something new through the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit! That’s why Paul compares his life and ministry of suffering to a “fragrance,” “the fragrance of the knowledge of [Jesus]” which was being spread everywhere through the apostles. 
Spreading the Aroma of Christ (vv. 15-16)
Verse 15: “For we are the Aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing…” I want to emphasize the key phrase of “to God.” Here’s a trivia question, where in the Bible is the first mention of a sacrifice and an altar being built? I’ll give you a hint, we read it today: Genesis 8: 20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.”
Noah came out of the ark, after 40 days and nights, and I can only imagine the sight he saw on the earth. I can only imagine the fear of God that came in and through him. His response is the most natural, yet most powerful, of responses that he could have done immediately coming out of that boat. He built an altar, the first altar ever, and offered a gift to the Lord. 
I have had the pleasure if going on several mission trips in my lifetime, I’ll be going on another one in two weeks, and on a couple of these trips involved spending time with people in small villages throughout Central America. I had the privilege of meeting the animals I was about to eat, before having fresh animal stew. Now, I don’t if you have had the pleasure, butt imagine with me the odor of burning animal, the pungent smell of skin and flesh burning. It’s gross, I know. Yet what gets me, is that having those experiences, reading the Bible, time and again all throughout, it describes such offerings and sacrifices as “pleasing aromas to the Lord.” And I find myself asking, “WHAT? My God, what was pleasing about it?...” In this case, it was Noah’s heart, his attitude and his spirit. 
Fast forward to Paul’s day, Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:2, “walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” Throughout the Scriptures, Sacrifice moved the heart of God, and the sacrifice of Christ, the Son of God, it forever satisfied the wrath that we, humanity, deserved because of our sin and rebellion against him. It’s a wonder then that Paul knew what he was saying when he said that “we are an aroma of Christ to God among those being saved AND among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, and to the other a fragrance of life to life.”
See the funny thing is that the word fragrance here also means “odor” in the Greek. It really depends on the context when translating. But here, it would be appropriate and accurate to say, “we are like the odor of Christ, of death to death for those who are perishing.” When we receive Christ, when we dedicate our lives to become his disciples, the lifelong process doesn’t only involve us becoming like him, but we also work to smell like him, to God, to others. However, the sad truth is that the more we become like Christ, and smell like him, there are those who will be offended by our odor. 
Much the same way when you’re more likely to easily talk to someone who is wearing cologne, perfume and deodorant, they smell pleasant, over someone who smells like bad B.O…. sorry, for those who don’t know “body odor…” or smells dirty. I bet you all have a few people coming to mind… the same is true spiritually for us. Those who are lost in the world will see your life and form an opinion. Surprise, surprise. But once they know what’s causing that transformative life in you, seeing your life for others, your sacrificial service, your generosity, your unconditional love, they’re opinion either changes, or becomes more solidified. They will either hate you, or like you. And if you try sharing what’s causing that smell with them, they’re response becomes even more real and tangible.
ILLUSTRATION: Look at this way: In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis who jesus was/is quote (pg.52)… use glasses and book props… 
	ILLUSTRATION: right before moving to CC, I had a doctor’s visit. And while he was performing his check-up, because he knew my mom, he was doing what most doctors do and was having some small talk with me. He asked me if I was thinking of going into medicine, I said no because I wanted to have a life. (lol) even though I ended up spending most of my life in school. He then asked me what was I doing. I told him I just graduated seminary and was excited to be moving very soon to go serve at a church in Texas. To my surprise, he suddenly became very excited and impressed: “Ahhh, a pastor! How cool! You’re going to make a lot of money!” (and because of my laughing, before I could say anything, he says) “Let me know what channel you’re going to be on so I can watch you on TV!”… Then I understood what he was referring to.
Speaking Sincerely before Christ (v.17)
	I’ll begin to close by looking at Verse 17: For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
As we have seen, Paul did not take money from the Corinthians, and this offended them and made them critique him. We know that there were other preachers who were talking about the “successes” that come from being an apostle of Christ, and those without money or success are not “true apostles.” I thank God for Paul’s life, he knew he wasn’t perfect, and he glorified because of that fact. 
Commentator, Scott Hafemann, had this to say:
“In our age of materialism, we find it almost impossible to fathom that God would not only use suffering as the vehicle for manifesting the presence and power of his Spirit, but also actually lead someone to death for the sake of revealing his glory and spreading the gospel. Instead, we strive hard to give the impression that Christians overcome suffering and want, rather than finding Christ strong in their very evident weakness.”
I don’t have to say more about anyone else within the Church world-wide, more than what Paul is already saying here. Paul was convinced that his purpose in life was to suffer for the sake of Christ, for the sake of others, for the glory of God. Paul was convinced that God is sovereign over the circumstances of his life, even his suffering. He understood that for anyone who would believe in Jesus, and especially in his own walk and ministry, the suffering to be found in life becomes a conduit for the revelation of God’s presence and His power. 
“God is not an Idea to be believed, but he is a Person to be encountered and trusted. He is a being who encounters us with the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.” My question for us today is: have you experienced a life-transforming encounter with the risen Christ? Have you experienced the glory of God to the point that it drove Paul to desire suffering to be close to God? And if you haven’t… ask yourself, why not? What is that thing in your life putting up a fight against Jesus, rather than allowing you to see that he’s already won the fight, and waiting for you to join him and walk with him in celebrating the victory?
What’s that smell? It’s the smell of people coming to God, becoming like his beautiful Son, and spreading that fragrant aroma looking for hope in a dark and suffering world. 
Let’s pray… 
