Lord’s Day Worship
Sunday, November 28, 2021
Moses Camacho – As a Matter of Fact
A. Introduction
One of my favorite pastimes is playing games with my family. Something my sister, parents and I have in common is that we are all competitive. There is one particular game I introduced to my family called “Fibbage.” This particular game is played on the tv using your phones and is quite simple. We are given a truth trivia fact about various topics, and there is a blank that has only one answer to the statement. All of us are trying to get points by inserting a fake answer that sounds convincing to the other players (you don’t know what they put) while also trying to guess the correct answer that is mixed in with everybody’s answers. It’s a lot of fun. However, my father, bless his heart, English is not his first language. He only speaks Spanish and English, but I would go so far as to say it’s not even his second language. So imagine a game, entirely in English, where you are guessing trivia and typing answers that need to be convincing… in English. Safe to say, whenever we saw a Spanish word come on the screen, there was a solid chance, that was not the right answer, and we would know who put it in. I still remember the first time we played it, my dad obviously having the least amount of points, I fully expected that he did not enjoy the game, was sad he lost many times, and would never want to play again. To my great surprise, he was laughing, he was enjoying the whole thing, the whole time. He kept wanting to play again and again, and sometimes he managed to win. To this day, it’s still one of his most favorite games. 
It’s interesting how we can have expectations that we believe true for everyone, until the reality that we are not aware of becomes real, and it’s that unexpected but true reality that sometimes surpasses even our best hopes and expectations. 
That’s what I feel Advent is about.
Many years ago, I didn’t really know what Advent was. Of course, over time I came to learn that Advent is a season of celebration, but also a season of preparation. As a matter of fact, what I call a season is also a tradition that has been celebrated and observed as far back as at least the 4th century A.D. There’s a story where around the time of 580, monks would fast every day in the month of December leading up to Christmas… 
I wonder if that’s a challenge we should try… (lol)
So the question I used to ask was, what is it? What is Advent and what is the heart of it? What makes it different from Christmas?... I am going to assume that most of you in the room know what it means in general, but today, I want us to dig deeper into the core message of Advent and why it is so important for us as believers, especially as we now are leading up to Christmas; for I believe if we can understand why we as a Christian people observe, keep and celebrate Advent, we will realize that the true Christmas spirit does not just stop at the Nativity story, but it continues on hoping and preparing for the living Savior who is coming back again. 

TRANSITION: See, we know that the Gospel found its foundations since the beginning with Abraham, with God’s covenantal promises to him, and all the patriarchs and David. I would like to focus on what the prophets had to say during a time after King David’s life, Particularly, Isaiah, who ministered in a period where all hope was lost, the Northern and Southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah were in rebellion against God, King Ahaz in Israel was sacrificing children, living in idolatry, performing all kinds of evils.. yet the Lord was still faithful to speak.
B. Body
Isaiah 11 - The Gospel: an upside-down world
i. Prophecy of Davidic figure, more kingly and powerful to come
	See, Isaiah, one of my heroes, was a prophet that told the Lord “Here I am, send me,” when the mission was one of promised failure. He was to be sent by the Lord to speak and proclaim a message of Judgement… and Hope, to a people, his own people, who would be stubborn, hard-hearted and not listen to his message. (doesn’t that sound familiar?) But in spite of all this, we thank God for his great faithfulness, because he was with Isaiah, and he was with the prophets. As a matter of fact, the Old Testament contains just over 600 prophecies pertaining to the coming of a Messiah; from the days of Moses, all the way up to the end of Malachi. Isaiah in particular contains some of the most specific prophecies relating to Jesus. 
In Isaiah 7:14, we see the Lord prophesying to the evil King Ahab, saying, “…Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel (which we know in Hebrew means God With Us).” Later on, in Isaiah 9:6–7, we see the profound prophecy which says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
	This was not wishful thinking, it was the Lord instilling hope to a people without hope through promise. Destruction was coming to them because of their sin, because of their endless rebellion against God. These prophecies of the advent of a Savior, (advent meaning coming or arrival) was to give them hope. Especially Isaiah 11, our OT passage for today, we can see just how distinct this coming King was going to be compared to all those that had come before him. See, we read Isaiah 11, but I’ll have you know, at the end of chapter 10, we can see that God pronounced judgement on Israel. Assyria would one day come down, Babylon would one day come, and they, by the will of God, would chop down Israel to a stump; its once unrivaled greatness would be removed. The Lord then to say, that a shoot, like a branch, would come from “the stump of Jesse” is a clear indication that God has not forgotten his covenant to David. This is many years after David is dead and gone. Yet, a Davidic king, a coming Messiah, which means Savior, from the line of David, would one day not only restore Israel, but would one day transform the world. This passage is describing the future paradise that would come through the great triumph of the Messiah. 
ii. King who gathers the nations, to judge justly, full of the spirit
This coming King would not only have the Spirit of the Lord resting upon him, but he was to be filled with the Spirit of the Lord, and his joy and delight would be in the fear of the Lord. This coming King would not only be the most righteous judge the world has ever seen, just/fair/true, but righteousness and faithfulness itself would be his belt. 
What that means is The Messiah would be and is not clothed with the frills or accessories of what edifies human ego, but he would be the only truly qualified king to rule the world. If this sounds familiar, it’s because Paul gets many parts of “the armor of God” from Isaiah. So imagine that, when we read Paul, it means that to “put on” the armor is to put on the Messiah himself. The picture is that He would be a truly pure King.
iii. The messiah would redeem and make peace between prey and predator 
Lastly, this King would not conquer evil nations, in one way he would, but rather his ultimate vision and mission would be to conquer evil itself. We can see that in the imagery Isaiah uses in the latter part of the passage when he is describing these different animals, living in peace with one another. It’s a stark image for a reason. Different commentators understand this in two ways:
1. On the one side, Isaiah is referring to a future time when God will transform the earth in such a way that even the animal kingdom is lifted from the curse that came about in Genesis and the natural order of things would be broken. 
2. On the other hand, of which I confess I personally think is more true, is that each of these animals represent a kingdom of the day (Assyria, Babylon, Persia, eventually Rome)… and that a future messianic age was coming when these ancient enemies of the people of God would no longer seek to hurt them or destroy them, in fact they would all live in true peace and safety in the holy mountain of God. 
Is this not the Gospel? Is this not the heart of God that he would send a mighty Savior to save his people, to literally change the world, for his great faithfulness and love for his Creation? 

Transition: The sad truth is that this prophecy happened before the exile, this prophecy happened way before Jerusalem and the temple was destroyed by Babylon… imagine the many people who questioned whether God was really for them? Was he going to keep his amazing promise? Was this Savior going to come in triumph and in awe, or was he going to be as helpful as one of their little wooden idols?



1 Thess. 4:13-18 - the Gospel: a dying world
As we can see, as we confess and know, Jesus came. The Savior did come, but his own people did not see it. The birth of the Righteous King happened in the most unexpected way and yet was worshipped by some very unexpected people. The baby boy, a virgin mother and loving earthly father, were first surrounded by shepherds worshipping the Lord in his advent to the earth. The angels worshipped and celebrated. This is the Nativity story that I’ll bet we will hear over and over this month everywhere. Yet, I’ll bet many of those out there in the world singing the songs and the carols won’t understand what they’re singing, why they’re celebrating Christmas. It’s sad, really. We have a lot in common with the people back in the day of Bethlehem. The Jews should have been expecting him, they should have been looking for the signs. 
One thing we’ll learn this week on our Wednesday night study, I encourage you to come, (it starts this Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 6:15), is how the wise men when he visited Jesus, when he was a young boy, were wise men from the East. In that day, these men that came to worship and bless Jesus with kingly gifts, probably not really realizing yet who he was, these men came from Assyria. In a beautiful representation and symbol, the old enemy of Israel came and worshipped and placed gifts at the feet of the King over all Creation, the King above all Kings… This is true redemption that only comes from and through Jesus the Christ. So what more is to be said here? So much more! As a matter of fact, I hope you know that Jesus grew up, he became a man, he became filled with the Spirit of the Lord, he performed many signs and wonders, healed the sick and lame, loved the poor and widow, gave sight to the blind, the mute could speak and the dead rose from the grave. This innocent man who proclaimed the Gospel of Good News, that the kingdom of God, that their Savior had arrived… they didn’t see it. They weren’t expecting it this way. If anything They were offended by him. His own people, They killed him.
Yet glory to God in the highest, that not even the grave could hold him down. Jesus was alive. As a matter of fact, Jesus is alive. And the best part? He is coming back again. 
i. Encouragement: death is not final for the believers
Church family, we believe in a living God, who embodied the nation of Israel, took on flesh and bone, and conquered death through his righteousness and divine power. This Jesus was crucified, was buried, but three days later, he rose again breaking forth from the tomb, having conquered sin and death forever. This is what Paul is encouraging the church at Thessalonica. They are experiencing persecution, but the church is thriving, they are growing and full of joy and thankfulness to the Lord. But they are wondering of the hope for those who have died close to them, was there any hope for them? Paul, in the words of Jesus, says “Yes.” We can echo the words of Paul, and say, “Yes, as a matter of fact, there is hope.” Let’s look at 1 Thess. Chapter 4, verse 14 again… “For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 
There is this glorious hope that we who live in Christ, and we who die in Christ, will rise on that glorious day. Remember that word Triumph? See, Jesus is coming, and we will meet him like in a glorious procession, as the Lord returns, the glorious, reigning, eternal and good King, to be with his people, to redeem them forever. But, my brothers and sisters, there is a catch.
ii. Instruction: …”in Christ”… there is a bold print… 
Paul indeed his encouraging the church, there’s no doubt about that. We who have died in Christ, will see him and be with him. We who live in Christ, will see him and be with him. But for those of us, who are not in Christ, you will see him… But not in the way you would expect or hope. I don’t wish to scare or grieve anyone, I wish not to dwell on it any longer than I should. But, as Scripture teaches us, it must be said for the sole purpose of encouraging each other, and building each other up. 
b. 1 Thess. 5:1-11 – the Gospel: The Lord saves
See, in chapter 5, we see that the glorious day of the Lord is coming where our beautiful, risen Jesus will come back in the flesh to reign with his people, with his sons and daughters. But that day will come like a “thief in the night.” There are those who live in “peace and security,” (which funny enough was the phrase that the Roman government would use, even though they would use military force to barely make that statement true), Paul pokes at that statement by saying they are fools in believing they are safe from the coming judgement that all humanity will see and participate in. 
i. 2nd coming won’t be like the 1st …
Christ’s second coming won’t be like the first. All eyes will see him, all ears will hear him. Some will celebrate and sing praises to our God. Some will see him, fall to their knees, and beg for mercy. And it would be too late. Now there won’t be anyone mocking him, there won’t be anyone pretending to be good people, (their sins will be laid out before them), there won’t be anyone throwing punches at a man or nailing him to a tree, for they won’t even be able to look at him or be worthy of kissing his nail-scarred hands and feet. He’s coming in power and Glory.
ii. The Day of the Lord – a time of excitement but also horror 
It’s a time of excitement. For us, it’s exciting to know that we don’t live in darkness anymore. We have nothing to fear, since hope is alive, in the flesh, having been preparing a place for us to abide with him forever. But for others, it will be a time of horror, as they try to believe, as they try to take back their jokes, their mediocre confessions, their lies, their blasphemy, their idolatry. As they try to take back their actions, their murder, their false remarks at proclaiming a dead God or a false king. No… As a matter of fact, there will be no mercy for those who chose to remain in darkness. 
This Second Advent will not be like the first. This is what we observe in Advent, not only celebrating the joyful first coming of our Lord, his everlasting presence that is with us because of his great sacrifice,… but we also remain in remembrance to always be in an attitude of gratitude, thankfulness, prayer, generosity, forgiveness and love. We remember to be preparing ourselves always through the reading of God’s Word, living Good lives, sacrificing for one another’s sake. The spirit of Christmas is not one of shopping and buying gifts. Don’t get me wrong, They’re not inherently bad things. But if you’re mores stressed doing those things versus spending quality time with family and people, being generous not just with gifts but with your lives and time, slowing down to focus on what truly matters with eyes on Jesus in our daily lives, Church, we’re doing something wrong. Don’t let these small things distract from the true historical spirit of Christmas. 
The Fact of the Matter is, the Savior is alive, and he is coming back. 
The Fact of the Matter is, our Savior is alive, and he IS coming back. 
iii. The point?... “to encourage each other and build each other up…”
Paul’s point was to encourage the church in keeping their hope strong, for we have nothing to fear. Paul’s point was also to encourage those who were not taking their faith seriously to wake up and smell the roses before they were pushing daisies forever from the grave. He was encouraging all future readers that as children of light, we are saved through saving power and grace of Jesus. But what are we going to do now while we wait, while we hope? Drink eggnog and eat cookies and gift wrap and host parties? Again… not inherently bad things! I myself will very much be taking part in those wonderful delights, but that is Not Christmas. They are just “Christmas-y things”…  what is my motive when looking forward to Christmas and beyond? What is the purpose of our celebrations and gifts and good times? Where is our heart this advent and Christmas season? 
iv. Conclusion – Summary and Practical Application
As I come to a close, let me summarize what I have been saying: Christ is alive, and he is coming back again, that is a matter of fact. Whether you believe in God or not, whether the church is your home or you vowed never to step foot into a church again and yet somehow found yourself here today, let me tell you something (something I myself was convicted of once upon a time, and even now)… We will all be there at the coming of the Lord, all will see him, we will behold his glory as Isaiah described it… we won’t have a choice. And we will remain there, on the day of judgement, until either the Lord pronounces the benediction over us, or pronounces the final judgement on our heads. No one will be absent that day; thus, we all have a vested interest in it. Ask yourself, will you be there? Will you be weeping and mourning? Or will you be celebrating? Advent is a time of celebration, but it’s also a time of preparation. We are preparing ourselves through prayer, through dying daily to our flesh, through loving each other, just as Pastor Chip spoke on last Sunday, experiencing Christ’s presence through fellowship. And if you don’t know where you’ll be, on which side of the aisle your seat will be assigned… let me tell you, in the words of Joel, the prophet, chapter 2, verse 32: “and it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
The reason we celebrate Jesus, is because we are celebrating the fact there is hope. There is hope for you. Jesus came and died for you. And now, he lives. And he’s coming back. We are not destined for wrath, those who have called on the Lord, and been adopted as children. We are destined with endless glory and paradise with God. If you haven’t looked to Jesus, and called on his name, I encourage you. He loves you, and he is not your enemy, he wants to be so much more than that to you. As a matter of fact, he loves you all more than you will ever know.

